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fiereas, Religious communities across the [ive boroughs are essential threads in the rich

cultural tapestry that unites and sustains New Yorkers—they remind us of our responsibility

to lift one another up every day, and inspire othiers to act with charity, kindness, and love.

The values of compassion and generosity, for which our city is known, have long been upheld
by the many fouses of worship that become pillars in their communities. In that spirit, today 7 am pleased
to join in celebrating the 30" anniversary of Jamaica r* Ward, a local congregation of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Sainls (LDS) for southeast Queens.

tereas, Josephi B. Wirthlin, a member of the LDS’s Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, stated that,

“Failh is not so much somethiing we believe; faith is somelthing we live.” The act of living one s

Jaith is a tenet taken seriously by members of LDS, which has had a virtually conlinuous

presence in New York State for nearly 200 years, after the first group of converts from

Liverpool, Fngland arrived on a ship in New York Harbor in July 1840. The Jamaica ' Ward — originally
called the Jamaica ist Branch — was organized as a local LDS congregation on December 5, 1993. They
[first gathered in a rented space on the second level of the Jamaica Markel, and moved lo ils current fiome,
ar 89-58 167 Street in the heart of Jamaica, in zo12. This congregalion is, in many ways, a microcosm of
our most diverse borough, with many of its members failing from 24 different countries. They live their
faith by providing meaningful service to eact otfier and to the community, in various capacities, thirough
assignments known as ‘callings.” Fveryone, from the bishop and Sunday school teachers lo elders and
_parishioners, is called upon to serve on a volunteer basis wilthout pay. They have organized and

participated in efforts to clean and beautify central Jamaica, support food pantries, and promote
awareness of the COVID-19 vaccine and overcome vaccine Aesitancy.

fiereas, Failh is the driving force of any greal mission, and my Administration is commilted
to ensuring that people of all beliefs and cullures feel respected, safe, and welcome in our cily.
7 am proud to count Jamaica r* Ward as an ally in this mission and applaud ils leadership

and parishiioners for ils lremendously positive impact on so many New Yorkers. Together, we
will forge a better, brighter future for all. '

Mw therefore, 7, Fric Adams, Mayor of the Cily of New York, do fiereby proclaim
Tuesday, December 5, 2023, in the Cily of New York as:

The Jamaica r* Ward Day

Eric Adams
Mayor



